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n recent years Poland has been actively
involved in international community 
activities aimed at resolving global issues of
an economic, social and humanitarian nature. By
signing the Millennium Declaration as well as the
Political Declaration and Plan of Implementation
adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg in September
2002, our country committed itself to work for
bridging the global development gap. Our 
country shares the conviction that only joint
efforts for sustainable development of all mankind offer a chance to ensure international stability and
security and to address global threats.
The year 2004 was a very important year in Poland’s development co-operation. Through its 
accession to the European Union on 1st May 2004, Poland joined the group of countries providing
more than half of the global Official Development Assistance. On the one hand, EU 
membership gives us greater access to EU aid funds needed to accelerate the development of our
country; on the other hand, it raises the expectations addressed to us as an aid donor. Union 
membership also means that Poland is bound by the objectives and principles of development 
assistance laid down in the acquis communautaire. 
Poland shares the view of the European Commission that the European Union - as the biggest 
collective donor of development assistance - should intensify its efforts to ensure a timely 
implementation of the Millennium Development Goals, also by mobilising additional funds. 
Polish support to EC position is reflected in the recent declaration of the Council of Ministers on
increasing the level of development assistance to achieve the interim target of 0.17 per cent of the
GNI by 2010.
Poland’s experience in providing development aid both through its national system and through 
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co-operation with institutions and member states of the European Union will be utilised in a new
strategy for Poland’s development co-operation for 2006-2010. The document, drawing on Strategy
for Poland’s Development Co-operation adopted in 2003, will address new challenges faced by
Poland, focusing – in particular – on our growing financial engagement in development 
assistance and Poland’s striving for full membership in the OECD Development Assistance
Committee.
Many Poles feel that Poland still needs assistance from more developed countries. However, the vast
majority of Poles is willing to offer aid to poorer nations. Given the need to further increase Polish
development assistance and to obtain public support for this, we have launched an information 
campaign under the slogan Millennium Development Goals: Time to Help Others. The campaign is
mainly intended to raise public awareness of development co-operation issues, to start a debate on
the role of our country as an active member of the global development community and to build 
public support for the government policy in this area. 
In 2004 Poland increased its aid almost five-fold as compared to 2003. This growing commitment
translates into tangible effects. The completed projects reflect our sensitivity to the problems of the
less developed countries and demonstrate our effectiveness in providing development assistance
and humanitarian aid. I am convinced that by steadily increasing our aid funds we shall help to meet
the most urgent needs of developing countries and gradually close the global development gap.
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Many Poles still feel Poland is a poorcountry in need of assistance fromricher and more developed nations
and international organisations. This opinion
is confirmed neither by facts nor statistics.
Compared to a vast majority of developing
countries, and especially the poorer ones,
Poland is well-off both in terms of the 
standard of living of its population, education,
health, and the quality of the natural 
environment.
On 1st May 2004 Poland joined the 
European Union. The first twelve months of 
membership give hope that it will 
substantially help bridge the gap between our
country and its more developed neighbours.
However, being a member of the EU, and of
other international organisations, such as
NATO or the OECD, entails responsibilities
towards the rest of the world. These 
responsibilities prominently include the need
to join in the struggle against poverty and
hunger around the world.
Polish aid is needed both
across the border and in
remote continents...
The year 2005 is very important for 
international development co-operation. It
has been five years since world leaders 
decided to intensify the efforts to eradicate
poverty by adopting the Millennium
Declaration and Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). The deadline for achieving the
key goals, including that of halving global
poverty, is just ten years away. The
Millennium Project Report, published by
Professor Jeffrey Sachs in January 2005, 
clearly shows that the huge disparity between
rich and poor regions of the world can be
eliminated, provided that the development
assistance directed to the poor countries 
is substantially increased and that a number 
of pro-development actions is taken 
immediately, especially in Africa, where the
implementation of the Millennium Goals 
within the set deadline is under greatest
threat. 
International 
context of Poland’s
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Poland, which was a recipient of international
aid in the 1990s, has now become a donor. 
As the global position of our country
strengthens, our economy advances and living
standards improve, we boost our support for
the development of less developed countries
and nations. At the same time events in late
2004 and early 2005, notably the Orange
Revolution in Ukraine and the humanitarian
disaster in South-East Asia, demonstrated that
Polish aid is needed both across the border
and in remote continents. 
As a new, “emerging” donor of foreign aid,
Poland inevitably faces the challenge of adapting
to the universally established standards. That
is not easy, especially that – contrary to 
lingering stereotypes – providing foreign aid
does not mean a simple transfer of aid funds
from a developed country to a developing
one. If foreign aid is to be effective, it is 
necessary to abide by a number of principles
which, while not giving a fool-proof guarantee
that the entire aid will be used as intended,
greatly improve its effectiveness in the 
struggle against poverty. These principles
should be observed by all aid donors,
including Poland. 
It is vital for every developing country to take
own responsibility for its development, and
for its government to design strategies to
combat poverty. No one can replace them in
these roles, and hence all donor countries
increasingly aim to base their aid on priorities
set by the recipients (local ownership). It is
also important for different aid donors to be
able to carry out joint projects in recipient
countries. For this to happen, all donor 
countries need to harmonise and coordinate
their aid management procedures. It is 
exceptionally important that aid provided by
the developed countries should not be
undermined by side effects of their other 
policies. What is the point of helping Africa
develop modern agriculture if high trade 
barriers prevent African countries from
exporting their produce to Europe? The
ancient principles of primum non nocere
should also apply to development 
co-operation.
Poland should take these modalities into 
consideration when developing its system of
foreign aid. This process will take many years,
as it did in other countries which evolved
from being recipients of aid to the role of
International context of Poland’s 
development co-operation
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donors (e.g. Ireland, Greece and Portugal).
EU membership will undoubtedly make this
easier. Acting jointly as twenty-five donors,
we can not only better contribute to making
the world a safer, fairer and better place, but
also build on one another’s experience of aid
delivery. That is yet another benefit of
European integration.
International context of Poland’s 
development co-operation
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n October 2003 the Council of Ministers
adopted The Strategy for Poland’s
Development Co-operation, a document
defining the main goals, principles and 
mechanisms of development assistance delivery
by Poland. It was the main purpose of The
Strategy to adjust Polish aid activities abroad 
to the international principles and standards 
elaborated in the course of the almost 
half-century of development co-operation
between countries of the North and the South. 
In accordance with The Strategy, the primary
objective of Poland’s development co-operation
is to help recipient countries achieve sustainable
development and reduce poverty. Poverty is
commonly regarded as a source of other 
problems and challenges to global stability and
welfare. 
The main goals of Poland’s development 
co-operation reflect both the aid priorities of the
entire international donor community and our
specificity as a donor - rooted in the experience
of the successful transformations of our social
and political system. Accordingly, Poland’s aid
will help support sustainable economic growth;
build respect for human rights, democracy, the
rule of law and the principles of good 
governance; promote global security and 
stability; develop human resources; support the
development of public administration and local
structures (among others, by sharing its system
transformation experience); protect natural
environment and prevent ecological disasters; as
well as provide emergency humanitarian aid 
and food aid.
The Strategy identifies the following areas of focus
of Polish development assistance:
Health sector
Education
Access to potable water
Protection of environment
Local structures capacity building
Support for democratic institutions
Improvement of public administration 
efficiency 
Development of cross-border co-operation
Restructuring of economy sector
Aid delivery in these areas is largely in line with
the Millennium Development Goals. At the same
time, it allows Polish aid providers (government
institutions and NGOs) to utilise the knowledge
and experience gained in the process of political
and economic transition.
Similarly to other donors, members of the
European Union and the OECD, Poland is 
gradually concentrating its assistance on selected
priority countries. Still, the budgetary funds 
Main priorities, 
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earmarked for foreign aid in 2004 were modest,
which did not allow to support a big number of
countries. A priority group of beneficiaries was
first selected in 2004. It included Afghanistan,
Angola, Georgia, Iraq, Moldova and Vietnam.
The Palestinian Autonomy was added in 2005.
It is the primary objective of Poland’s
development co-operation to help
the recipient countries achieve 
sustainable development and reduce
poverty.
Poland’s development assistance is delivered
through three main channels, each being managed
by a different government institution: 
Development assistance (including technical
assistance) in the form of projects as well as
humanitarian and multilateral aid provided
through the organisations, funds and 
programmes of the UN system. Responsible:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Financial aid in the form of preferential credits,
foreign debt relief and co-funding of the 
operations of international financial institutions.
Responsible: Ministry of Finance
Educational aid through scholarships for 
students from poorer countries studying in
Poland. Responsible: Ministry of National
Education and Sport  
Under The Strategy for Poland’s Development
Co-operation, Poland’s aid system is co-ordinated
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Since
September 2005 development assistance has
been handled at the MFA by the Development 
Co-operation Department (previously –
Development Co-operation Division in the
Department of the United Nations System and
Global Affairs). 
This ensures effective long-term implementation
of the Polish development co-operation 
programme and successful fulfilment of 
development co-operation commitments
(including financial ones) stemming from
Poland’s EU membership.
Main priorities, directions 
and organisation of Poland’s 
development co-operation
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Each country is responsible for its own development 
and creates conditions to mobilise its internal 
development resources. Aid provided by the 
international community, including Poland, 
should have a supplementary character
Partnership between donor and recipient countries, based on
respect for sovereignty, traditions and culture, international solidari-
ty and mutual responsibility for implementation of the Millennium
Development Goals  at the local, regional and global level
Co-operation between the Government of the Republic of
Poland and institutions of civil society and private sector, 
in implementation of aid activities
Development issues should embrace all elements 
of sustainable development
Poland will adjust the modalities of development 
assistance to the needs of the respective developing 
countries and countries in transition, in order 
to make aid effective
Concentration of assistance on those areas where 
Polish experience and know-how may be used 
in the most effective manner
Synergy of activities carried out in the areas of development
co-operation pertaining to the competences 
of particular ministers
Concentration of Polish actions in the field of development
co-operation on the group of selected countries, in order to
maintain sustainability of assistance and fulfill long-term goals
as well as to avoid dispersal of aid
Principles of Poland’s development co-operation
Responsibility 
and ownership 
Partnership
Co-operation
Comprehensive 
approach 
Differentiation of 
aid modalities
Use of 
comparative 
advantages
Policy coherence 
for development
Concentration 
of aid
Upon its accession to the EuropeanUnion on 1st May 2005, Poland joinedthe group of countries contributing
more than half of the world’s Official
Development Assistance. Since then, Poland has
been bound by the goals and principles of 
development assistance provision, as laid down
in the acquis communautaire. The goals include
sustainable human and economic development,
integration of developing countries with the
global economy, and reduction of poverty. The
key principles (instruments) include: 
Coherence of EU policies with the goals of
its development policy 
Co-ordination between the EU and its
Member States in the sphere of development
co-operation 
Complementarity, i.e. division of tasks
between the EU and its Member States. 
Since the Accession Treaty was signed, Poland has
been involved in activities of all the EU 
institutions engaged in development assistance. In
particular, it has participated in EU Council 
meetings at various levels - from the level of
experts to that of ministers - and in the work of
the European Commission’s committees. Besides
strictly aid-related issues, also such topics as 
agriculture, trade, finance and security are 
discussed during these meetings. A representative
of Poland in the rank of Secretary of State at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs attends the bi-annual
informal meetings of the ministers in charge of
development co-operation. Organised by each
Presidency, these meetings review strategic issues
connected with the EU’s participation in global
development co-operation.
Recently, the EU has focused its attention on
assessment of the five years of implementation
of the Millennium Development Goals, on
reform of the EU’s external assistance, including
instruments of aid provision and on harmonisation
of donor practices. Furthermore, a revision of
the joint position of the Commission and the
Council on the EC development policy 
elaborated in 2000 has been launched. Also, the
Partnership Agreement concluded between the
EC and its Member States and African,
Caribbean and Pacific countries in Cotonou, in
2000, has been revised. Poland took an active
part in all these discussions, using the 
opportunity to highlight the development needs
of its closest East-European neighbours as well
as the necessity to use some of the available
funds to combat poverty in these countries. 
Poland has significantly contributed to the EU
assessment of the MDGs implementation by
preparing a document presenting the Polish
actions in this area in 2000–2004. While 
discussing the annual reports on the 
implementation of the EU’s development 
Poland’s contribution
to development 
co-operation of the
European Union
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Polish development assistance 1998 - 2003
Source: MFA calculations
Poland’s integration with the EU has also 
influenced the volume of its development 
assistance. Since 2004 Poland’s membership 
contribution fee has co-financed EU assistance
activities in a number of regions of the world and
this has helped to bring Poland’s total 
development assistance level up to 0.05 per cent
ODA/GNI. Given the rapid economic growth of
our country, the European Commission expects
Poland (and other new members) to continue
increasing development assistance so that it
reaches 0.17 per cent ODA/GNI by 2010 and
0.33 per cent by 2015.
policy, Poland underlines the significance of
enlargement as an important factor enhancing
the EU’s capacity for global action. Poland has
also played a prominent role in elaborating the
EU action plan to provide humanitarian aid to
the tsunami-stricken area. What is more, our
position was instrumental in setting a new EU
assistance target of 0.17 per cent ODA/GNI by
2010 for the new Members States, as opposed
to 0.51 per cent for the fifteen old Member
States.
Poland’s contribution to development 
co-operation of the European Union
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6.1. Development assistance provided by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs
6.1.1. Assistance to developing countries
In accordance with the 2004 MFA Development Aid Delivery Framework Plan, the priority recipients of
Polish development assistance included Afghanistan, Angola, Georgia, Iraq, Moldova and Vietnam. Among
countries covered by the Small Projects Fund for African countries in 2004 Polish projects were 
implemented in Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Rwanda and Senegal.
1. Afghanistan, Georgia, Iraq and Moldova 
A call for proposals concerning aid projects for Afghanistan, Iraq, Moldova and Georgia was made with
the intention of selecting NGOs capable of implementing projects which meet targets (sectors and areas
of support) defined by the Ministry. Many NGOs took interest in the call for proposals and eventually
fifteen projects in total amount of 1,611,252 zlotys (about 441 000 USD
[1]
) were approved.
Afghanistan
Poland’s bilateral
development 
assistance
6.
Health sector: reconstruction and strengthening of medical infrastructure, including hospitals  
and health care centres
Education: reconstruction and strengthening of educational infrastructure, including schools 
(see photos below)
Technical assistance in political and economic reconstruction, revival of state structures  
and establishment of local government structures
Re-integration of former soldiers into society
Priorities
Library in the vocational school of agriculture before recon-
struction, Kabul, Afghanistan
Library in the vocational school of agriculture after
reconstruction, Kabul, Afghanistan
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Georgia
Projects implemented:
Fundacja Polska Akcja Humanitarna 
/ Polish Humanitarian Organisation /
Stowarzyszenie Polska Misja Medyczna 
/ Polish Medical Mission /
Training of agricultural specialists 
in reconstruction of Afghanistan’s 
agricultural sector.
Vocational Training Premises at the
Agricultural Vocational School in Kabul
Medical Emergency Service in the district 
of Mazar-e Sharif 
Project TitleImplementing organisation
Support for system transformations, including the creation of stable public institutions 
and market economy structures, in particular:
Development of small and medium-size enterprises 
Development of local self-government
Development of rural areas, with particular reference to energy and land improvement
Priorities
Economic invigoration workshops 
in Georgia
“Effective communication 
– effective local government” 
– workshops in Georgia
Economic invigoration workshops 
in Georgia
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Projects implemented:
Stowarzyszenie Polska Misja Medyczna 
/ Polish Medical Mission /
Fundacja „Partners” Polska
/ Partners Poland Foundation /
Stowarzyszenie „Partnerzy dla Samorzàdu” 
/ Association of Partners for Self-Government /
Stowarzyszenie Rozwoju Gospodarczego Gmin 
/ Local Economic Development Association /
Outpatient mobile treatment service;
Prevention and treatment of tuberculosis - 
assistance for Georgia
Effective communication – effective local 
government. Support for the development 
of local self-government in Georgia
Development of self-government as a means
of de-centralisation – study and advisory visit
to Georgia by experts from the Association 
of Partners for Self-Government and the
Foundation for Development of Local
Democracy in Georgia
Economic invigoration project
Polish and European educational reform 
experience: teaching in minority languages
Project TitleImplementing organisation
Projects implemented:
Fundacja Polska Akcja Humanitarna 
/ Polish Humanitarian Organisation /
Stowarzyszenie Polska Misja Medyczna 
/ Polish Medical Mission /
Improvement of water and sanitary 
conditions in the rural areas of Babil province
Equipment for a hospital in Al.-Hahimiyah,
Babil province
Project TitleImplementing organisation
Towarzystwo Demokratyczne Wschód 
/ The Democratic Society East Foundation /
Iraq
Water supply
Health care: equipment for hospitals and health care centres
Technical assistance for senior Iraqi civil servants in building public administration structures
Technical assistance for entrepreneurs in building and developing the market economy
Priorities
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2. Angola and Vietnam
Since both Angola and Vietnam are geographically remote countries and few Polish NGOs - 
capable of being partners of the MFA - are active there, the two countries were not included in the
2004 call for proposals open to the NGOs’ community. Instead, the embassies of Poland in Luanda
and Hanoi became directly involved in the project selection process.
Angola
3 projects have been implemented:
Î Development of medical, research and training activities at the St. Luke Health Centre in
Kifandongo, run by the Society of the Divine Word. The project, implemented by the Centre,
involved building and equipping two tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS diagnostic laboratories, and a 
lecture hall for students and interns of the medical department in Luanda. 
Î Project of the Organisation of Angolan Women (OMA) which involved training and qualification-
enhancement courses for consulting personnel (therapists, guardians, legal counsels) dealing with
the victims of violence against women. The project supported the establishment of a counselling and
assistance service for actual and potential female victims of violence. 
Poland’s bilateral development 
assistance
6.
Mo∏dowa
Projects implemented:
Fundacja „Edukacja dla Demokracji” 
/ Education for Democracy Foundation /
Ma∏opolskie Towarzystwo OÊwiatowe 
/ Educational Society for Ma∏opolska/
Fundacja Wspó∏pracy Mi´dzynarodowej 
„Libertos” / Foundation for International 
Co-operation Libertos /
CASE – Centrum Analiz Spo∏eczno – Ekonomi-
cznych, Fundacja Naukowa / CASE – Centre for 
Social and Economic Research – Foundation /
European Network: setting up a team of consultants
on the European Union issues in Moldova
Co-operation of Polish and Moldovan 
NGOs in the area of advanced IT
Leaders of Enterprise in Moldova
Polish experience in the process of European 
integration: lessons for Moldova
Project TitleImplementing organisation
Technical assistance in the area of European integration and economic transformations
Technical assistance in support of market processes and private sector
Priorities
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Î Project implemented by the Oscar Ribas School in Luanda, which provided integrated education
to blind and visually impaired children and adults, as well as children without sight problems. The
project involved purchasing Braille type-writers and providing user training to teachers and a group
of adults attending the School. 
Vietnam
Î Project implemented by the Vietnamese Red Cross, in collaboration with the Embassy of Poland
in Hanoi, in support of the Polish-Vietnamese Friendship Hospital. As a result of the project, the
Hospital was equipped with a colour ultrasonograph, an electrosurgical unit and the most essential
medical supplies and instruments. Renovation and other services were also provided.
3. Small African grants 
Selected Polish diplomatic missions helped to implement a number of projects in the framework of
the 2004 small African grants: 
Kenya
Î Purchase of equipment for a new health centre in Limuru
Î Construction of vocational training workshops for deprived boys 
at the Don Bosco Boys’ Town in Nairobi (Mukuru, Kibera, Kiserian)
ÎWater supply in the Mandera province
Rwanda
Î Expansion of a primary school in Cyanika
Î Expansion of a centre for prenatal care and food aid 
for children in Masaka
Poland’s bilateral development 
assistance
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Expansion of a centre for prenatal care and food aid for
children in Masaka, Rwanda
Participants of the vocational training workshops
in Kibera, Nairobi, Rwanda
Construction of toilets in the primary school of
Cyanika, Rwanda
The Democratic Republic of Congo
Î Setting up of a youth computer centre in the Lemba-Foire parish of Kinshasa.
Î Opening of a centre for undernourished children at a Catholic mission in Beno.
Senegal
Î Equipment for medical facilities in the Salemata region
Î Renovation of a health centre in the Dakar-Thiaroye district
Cameroon
The Polish Humanitarian Organisation implemented the following three development assistance
projects:
Î Establishment of a vocational formation centre at a catholic mission in Atok, and of a primary
school in Sombou (purpose: youth education, purchase of equipment and protective clothing, etc.)
Î Support for the Dimako Health Centre (purchase of medicines for patients infected with 
malaria and HIV)
Î Aid to the ill and disabled at the mission in Atok and in six health centres of the Doume Abong
Mbang diocese run by Polish missionary sisters 
6.1.2. Assistance to countries in transition
Poland has been involved in development and humanitarian aid activities for developing countries
and those in transition, in accordance with the adopted directions of development co-operation.
Drawing on the experience of our systemic transformation in the 1990s, our country has continued
its aid in creating democratic structures of government and building the civil society.
In 2004 the Ministry of Foreign Affairs conducted a number of actions to support development
processes in the countries of Eastern and Southern Europe as well as Central Asia. The call for 
proposals for technical assistance projects, announced by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, constituted
their most important part. It provided financing for Polish NGOs in such areas as public sector
reform, legal counselling, development of democratic institutions, economic transformations, 
development of the private sector, self-government reform, pension reform, business incubators
and development of the media. 
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Of the 63 project applications submitted, 27 received funds in total amount of 1,074,169 zlotys
(about 294, 000 USD). Almost half of the projects were dedicated to Ukraine, with the remaining
ones earmarked for Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Macedonia,
Serbia and Montenegro, and Uzbekistan. The projects were implemented by NGOs from all over
Poland.
In 2004, assistance for Georgia and Moldova - two of the six priority beneficiary countries of
Poland’s development co-operation programme (the other four being Afghanistan, Angola, Iran and
Vietnam) - was provided through a separate call for proposals for development assistance projects.
Five projects each for Georgia and Moldova received grants of 394,817 zlotys (about 108, 000 USD)
and 376,034 zlotys (about 103, 000 USD), respectively (cf. 6.1.1.).
Additionally, it was decided to dedicate 100,000 zlotys (about 27, 000 USD) from the pool of 
technical assistance funds for countries in transition to finance the participation of Polish observers
in the 2004 elections in Belarus and Ukraine, as part of the OSCE and Visegrad observer missions.
6.1.3. Activity of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the area of global and 
development education
The MFA’s educational projects promoting public awareness of development co-operation and 
global issues have complemented the work of the Ministry of Education and Sport in this sphere. 
In 2004, the most significant event in this regard was the launch in October of the campaign
“Millennium Development Goals – Time to Help Others”, conducted under the theme „Poland is a
paradise for over 1.2 billion poor people”. The campaign was prepared and carried out jointly by
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Office in Poland and the MFA. The campaign
started with a press conference where the organisers announced the results of Poland’s first-ever
public opinion poll on support for development co-operation. The campaign was designed to
raise the awareness of development co-operation issues in the Polish society and to open debate on
Poland’s role as a donor of development assistance to poorer countries as well as on its participation
in implementing the UN Millennium Development Goals. Another goal was to stilumate public 
support for the government policy in this area. 
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The Millennium Declaration
In the Millennium Declaration of 2000, UN members committed themselves to bring about a 
significant improvement in global living standards by 2015. Poland’s contribution to the Millennium
Goals remains modest. However, the activities supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, other
ministries as well as NGOs, are sometimes of significant importance to the recipients of Polish aid,
as in case of the reconstruction of Iraqi schools, delivery of basic medicines to a children’s hospice
in South Africa, or the support of a care centre for street children in Ghana.
Poland’s bilateral development 
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• Reduce by half the proportion of people 
living on less than a dollar a day
• Reduce by half the proportion of people 
who suffer from hunger
• Ensure that all boys and girls complete 
a full course of primary schooling
• Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education 
preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015
• Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among 
children under five
• Reduce by three quarters the maternal 
mortality ratio
• Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS
• Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria 
and other major diseases
Eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger
Achieve universal 
primary education
Promote gender equality
and empower women
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria
and other diseases
Reduce child 
mortality
Improve maternal health
Goal
1
Goal
2
Goal
3
Goal
4
Goal
5
Goal
6
Goal
7
The Millennium Development Goals. Source: UN
• Integrate the principles of sustainable development 
into country policies and programmes; 
reverse loss of environmental resources
• Reduce by half the proportion of people without 
sustainable access to safe drinking water
• Achieve significant improvement in lives of at least 100 million 
slum dwellers, by 2020
Ensure environmental 
sustainability
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In 2004 the information campaign included articles published in press, media interviews, Internet
debates, posters and TV spots publicising international development and development assistance.
The launch of the campaign was marked by the opening of a website devoted to development 
assistance, www.onz.org.pl/rozwoj, presenting examples of projects carried out in developing 
countries by Polish NGOs.
Poland’s bilateral development 
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• Develop further an open trading and financial system 
that is rule-based, predictable and non-discriminatory. 
Includes a commitment to good governance, 
development and poverty 
reduction-nationally and internationally
• Address the least developed countries’ special needs. 
This includes tariff- and quota-free access 
for their exports; enhanced debt relief for heavily 
indebted poor countries; 
cancellation of official bilateral debt; and more generous 
official development assistance for countries committed 
to poverty reduction
• Address the special needs of landlocked and 
small island developing States
• Deal comprehensively with developing countries’ 
debt problems through national and international 
measures to make debt 
sustainable in the long term
• In cooperation with the developing countries, 
develop decent and productive work for youth
• In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, 
provide access to affordable essential drugs 
in developing countries
• In cooperation with the private sector, 
make available the benefits 
of new technologies-especially information 
and communications technologies
Develop global 
partnership 
for development
Goal
8
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In the longer term, the campaign was intended to enhance public support for Poland’s development
aid policy. The experience of developed countries hasshown that if such a policy is to be effective,
it requires public understanding and support for assistance programmes to third countries. That is
why such campaigns are run in a number of developed countries, including Germany, Italy and
Sweden.
The campaign was not limited to Warsaw only. Its second stage started in November 2004 with a
series of regional debates and seminars on the development agenda and the role of Poland as a
donor, held among others in ¸ódê, Gdaƒsk, Nowy Sàcz, Bydgoszcz and Poznaƒ. The events were
staged with the help of the voivodship offices, local administration, NGOs and schools.
Public opinion poll on foreign aid 
A public opinion poll on the perception of foreign aid by Poles was conducted in 2004 with a view
to show that any future public suggestions or concerns about the use of public money would be
taken into consideration.[2] Its results prove that the Polish society has positive attitude towards the
idea of supporting third countries. 
Although 53 per cent of the respondents felt that the aid offered to Poland by developed countries
and international organisations after 1989 was insufficient, 63 per cent agreed that Poland should
provide development aid to third countries. Out of the 35 per cent opposing the idea, 24 per cent
were “rather” against providing aid by Poland. Interestingly, respondents mentioned moral duty
rather than Poland’s wealth as the reason for providing assistance. However, those who thought that
Poland should not offer aid to third countries said Poland was too poor to do so.
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The poll findings further indicate that there is greatest support for aid to African countries, with
priority assigned to assistance in such areas as health service and education. Conflict-prevention and
post-conflict rehabilitation were mentioned next on the list; respondents felt that assistance here
should go both to Africa and Poland’s neighbours in the East, including Russia and other former
Soviet republics.
Every fourth person voiced the opinion that Poland should help its Eastern neighbours (Ukraine,
Belarus and Russia) improve their health service (41%) and education (38%), as well as contribute
to conflict prevention and post-conflict rehabilitation (35%). The funds for such projects should be
conveyed to the recipients through Polish NGOs (42%). However, more frequently than in the case
of other regions, the respondents admitted the possibility of the funds being transferred to local
organisations and governments of partner countries (8% each). 
Twelve per cent of the respondents thought that Polish development assistance should also be
extended to former Soviet republics. The money should be channelled to improve the health
service (45%) and the education quality (43%), as well as to support conflict prevention and 
post-conflict rehabilitation (37%), but also agricultural development (32%). The funds should be
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Do you think Poland should or should not support 
development of less developed countries? 
transferred through Polish NGOs (45%) and international organisations (42%). Eleven per cent of
the respondents wanted development assistance to be directed to Asia, preferably to finance
improvement of the health service (67%) and educational standards (47%). In Asia, more frequently
than in the case of other continents, the polled were in favour of supporting development of the
infrastructure (26%) and agriculture (28%). The funds should be channelled to recipients in Asia
through international organisations (54%).
Seven per cent of those polled would direct aid to countries of South-Eastern Europe. They
would support spending the money on improving education (57%), health service (44%), on 
conflict prevention and post-conflict rehabilitation (36%), as well as more often than in the case of
other regions on democratic reforms (28%) and environmental protection projects (21%). Also in
that case, funds should be transferred through international organisations (53%), though there was
also substantial support for making it available to the governments of the recipient nations.
According to the opinion polls, half of the respondents would be prepared to contribute each month
3 zlotys (0,8 USD) out of their taxes to development assistance, while 6% would be prepared to
contribute more than 3 zlotys for that purpose. On the other hand, 15% of the respondents opted
to pay less than 3 zlotys. In the opinion of 49%, Poland was spending the right amount of money on
aid; 12% believed Poland was spending too little, while 14% said it was spending too much. One
respondent in every four would be against spending any part of his/her taxes on development 
assistance.
The poll indicates that public support for Poland’s involvement in global development co-operation
is largely rooted in our sense of moral duty to help those whose living conditions are much worse
than our own. The campaign had the goal of convincing opponents of granting development 
assistance that Poland was sufficiently prosperous to help others.
For more information on the Millennium Campaign in Poland, please visit the official UNDP
Poland website www.undp.org.pl 
For more information on global and development education, please visit the official website of
the Ministry of Education and Sport: http://www.menis.gov.pl/menis_pl/
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The Ministry of Finance is also involved in disbursing Polish development assistance. Within its 
competences, the Ministry concentrates on providing financial aid – both bilaterally and multilaterally,
involving, first of all, preferential credits, foreign debt relief for Poland’s debtors and contributions
to international financial institutions. 
In 2004, three international credit agreements were concluded between the Government of the
Republic of Poland and the authorities of the People’s Republic of China, Serbia and Montenegro and
the Republic of Uzbekistan, within a tied aid system. About 23 million US dollars were paid out in
2004 to finance power-industry and mining sector in the framework of an intergovernmental 
credit agreement with Serbia and Montenegro. Also in 2004, in the result of the agreement with the
People’s Republic of China, some 3.9 million US dollars were contributed by Poland to the 
implementation of a range of projects covering such areas as environmental protection, health care,
education, infrastructure, transport, mining and others. Those were tied aid credits, meaning the
funds provided were spent on Polish goods and services.
The Ministry of Finance development assistance in 2004 included also undertakings aimed at 
reducing debts owned by some developing countries to Poland. In August 2004 Poland cancelled
about 81%, i.e. 8.7 million US dollars’ worth of Ethiopia’s debt. Poland also contributed about 
3 million zlotys (822, 000 US dollars[3]) to a joint initiative of the International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank designed to benefit heavily indebted poor countries (HIPC).
Poland, represented by the Ministry of Finance, has also been taking part in multilateral aid 
initiatives. In 2004 Poland paid over 5.4 million zlotys (about 1, 478, 000 USD) into the account of
the International Development Association (IDA), 14.4 million zlotys (about 3, 941, 000) to the
World Bank and 16.6 million zlotys (about 4, 543, 000 USD) to the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development.
Taking into consideration Polish contribution fee to the EU budget, in 2004 Poland contributed some
71 million Euros towards a range of development and humanitarian programmes implemented 
by the European Community. This accounts for more than 60% of Poland’s total development 
assistance outlays in 2004.
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Zoluntary payments into multilateralfunds and aid programmes, in mostcases functioning within the framework
of the United Nations system, are made from an
earmarked budgetary reserve at the disposal 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The MFA’s 
development assistance plan for the year 2004
envisaged voluntary payments to international
programmes and funds at the 2003 level.
In 2004 total payments of 180,000 US dollars were made into the accounts of the following 
international programmes and funds:
Î Funds of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Trust Fund for the Programme of Action for the Decade to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination 
Fund for Victims of Torture 
General project for the suppression of trafficking in humans
Î United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR)
Î Trust Fund for Security of UN Personnel 
Î International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
Î Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
Î Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM)
Î United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
Î African Programme for Onchocerciasis Control (APOC)
Î United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)
Î United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
Poland’s multilateral
development assistance 
– contributions 
to international 
institutions
7.
V
29
Poland, motivated by a strong sense of international solidarity, providedhumanitarian aid to countries suffering
from natural disasters, abnormal weather 
conditions, armed conflicts, refugee migrations,
and man-made catastrophes. In 2004, Poland
joined the following aid-related operations:
1. Aid for Darfur (Sudan)
Responding to the dramatic situation in Darfur,
Poland joined the states providing humanitarian
aid to that region. 120 000 US[4] dollars were
contributed for this purpose to the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). The Polish Government also paid for
a consignment of aid goods (medical equipment,
tents, blankets) worth 200, 000 zlotys (about 54,
700 USD) and its air transport to war-torn
Darfur. The shipment was delivered by the
Polish Humanitarian Organisation on 28th
December 2004. The air transport was provided
by the Ministry of National Defence, while the
cost of the goods delivered was covered by the
MFA.
The origins of the conflict in Darfur, which the
United Nations has termed “the worst 
humanitarian crisis in history,” date back to
early 2003 when the population of that 
western part of Sudan demanded the same
rights as those the government had granted
to the southern part of the country. The 
government responded to the emergence of 
a guerrilla force in Darfur by mobilizing 
armed Arab militias (Janjaweed) to suppress
the rebellion. The Janjaweed, which gained
considerable autonomy, torched African 
villages and conducted pogroms of the civilian
population. It is estimated that more than
70,000 people have been killed in Darfur, while
another 1.5 million became refugees.
The UN and the African Union called upon the
Sudanese government to stop the violence in
Darfur and disarm the Janjaweed. Unfortunately,
the militias still operate there with total 
impunity and remain entirely out of control. 
The majority of African villages have been
destroyed and their inhabitants live in refugee
camps. They badly need humanitarian aid in the
form of food, medical equipment and basic
essentials. 
Humanitarian and
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2. Aid to Asia after the tsunami
disaster
The earthquake and tsunami
wave which on 26th December,
2004 laid waste to South and
South-East Asia, affected the
internal situation of the stricken
countries. Indonesia and Sri
Lanka suffered the gravest
destruction. India and Thailand
also sustained damage but
turned down offers of external
aid, deciding they could handle
the situation in the devastated
areas themselves. Polish public
services responded to the
tragedy by launching an aid
operation co-ordinated by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
On 28th December, the Prime
Minister approved the Ministry’s
request for funds to finance the
purchase, transportation and 
distribution of aid worth 1 million
zlotys (about 274 000 USD). The
Polish government’s contribution
Humanitarian and emergency aid8.
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- coupled with aid in kind by the NGOs and 
public donations - made it possible to dispatch
two aircrafts with medical supplies worth about
3 million zlotys (about 821, 000 USD). The MFA
further donated 150,000 zlotys (about 41, 000
USD) to the Indonesian Red Crescent
Association.
In addition to the emergency aid, Poland also
pledged assistance throughout 2005 within the
framework of long-term reconstruction of the
countries hit by the disaster.
3. Aid for Iran
On 26th December 2003, the Iranian city of
Bam was hit by an earthquake. The rescue 
operation, which took place from 27th
December to 2nd January 2004, was joined by
a team of the Polish Medical Mission. Mobile
medical teams came to help quake victims living
in tents pitched on top of their wrecked houses.
The Poles were on constant alert to support
search-and-rescue parties looking for survivors
in the rubble. The PMM also delivered drugs and
dressing materials for the victims. The work of
the PMM team was co-financed by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.
4. Aid for North Korea
The collision on 22nd April 2004 of two trains
at Ryonchong, North Korea, triggered an 
explosion which claimed many lives and
destroyed about 40% of the town of 20 
thousand people. Many countries, including
Poland, offered to help with the eradication of
the consequences of the disaster. The Polish aid
resources were used to purchase computer
equipment for a primary school now undergoing
reconstruction at Ryongchon.
Humanitarian and emergency aid8.
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Statistical data9.
Country
Ethiopia 
Serbia and Montenegro 
People’s Republic of China 
Kazakhstan 
Vietnam 
Moldova 
Georgia 
Sudan 
Mongolia 
India 
Poland’s ODA in 2004 in thousands
of US dollars  
8699,6 
8142,4 
1552,7 
1323,3 
578,1 
271,3 
248,3 
229,5 
228,0 
223,1 
l.p.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
Main recipients of Polish bilateral development assistance in 2004
3.59
1.71
0.30
1.00
0.30
0.20
0.10
8.08
1.40
1.70
2.70
13.68
2.79
1.59
0.68
0.00
5.06
18.74
10.16
28.90
6.75
1.05
0.20
0.70
0.25
0.10
0.20
6.59
2.00
2.10
1.10
14.64
3.21
1.36
1.10
0.00
5.67
20.31
16.76
37.07
3.35
0.90
0.20
0.60
3.42
0.10
3.40
5.13
0.80
2.30
1.50
12.80
3.10
1.64
11.01
0.00
15.75
28.55
10.92
39.47
1.34
0.67
0.11
0.56
0.29
0.17
0.12
28.40
24.24
2.26
1.90
30.70
2.68
2.00
0.16
0.00
4.84
35.54
8.22
43.76
0.87
0.64
0.16
0.48
0.13
0.01
0.12
7.35
0.68
2.37
4.30
8.99
2.47
1.32
1.59
0.00
5.38
14.37
15.17
29.54
11.97
0.66
0.12
0.54
0.23
0.03
0.20
6.09
1.14
2.69
2.26
18.95
3.26
4.97
2.96
0.00
11.19
30.14
22.41
52.55
9.07
9.92
0.27
9.65
0.12
0.02
0.10
5.79
0.55
2.65
2.59
24.90
7.88
5.43
2.80
76.52
92.63
117.53
20.05
137.58
I. ODA
Bilateral
Europe
Africa
Incl. North of Sahara
Sub-Saharan
America
Incl. North & Central
South America
Asia
Incl. Middle East
South & Central Asia
Far East
Total
Multilateral
UN and Specialised Agencies
World Bank Group
Other Agencies
European Union
Total
Total ODA
II. Official Aid (OA)
Total ODA i OA
Polish development assistance 1998-2004 (millions of US dollars)
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
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Statistical data
Students from selected developing countries and those in transition 
in the academic year 2004/2005
9.
Ukraine 
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
1155
452
22
17 
7
1653 
Kazakhstan
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
575
20
1
1 
-
597 
Vietnam
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
179
40
-
- 
-
219 
Belarus 
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
1105
126
6
4
1
1242
Russia 
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
324
35
5
2 
-
366 
Bulgaria 
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
102
19
2
- 
-
123 
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Mongolia
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
96
7
1
3 
-
107 
Albania
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
84
-
-
-
-
84
Moldova
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
67
7
1
2
-
77
China
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
34
8
-
- 
33
75 
Nigeria
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
65
5
-
3 
-
73 
Romania
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
48
9
2
1 
-
60 
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Armenia 
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
50
1
-
- 
-
51
Uzbekistan 
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
43
1
-
- 
2
46 
Palestine
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
40
5
3
4 
-
52 
Georgia
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
47
-
-
-
-
47 
Angola
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
20
2
-
- 
-
22 
Kenya
Students
PhD students 
Postgraduate medical internships 
Specialist medical training 
Postdoctoral training 
Total 
37
3
-
2 
-
42 
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Acronyms
European Bank for Reconstruction and DevelopmentEBRD
International Bank for Reconstruction and DevelopmentIBRD
International Monetary FundIMF
Organization for Economic Cooperation and DevelopmentOECD
Official Development AssistanceODA
Millennium Development GoalsMDG
Canadian International Development AgencyCIDA
United Nations Development ProgrammeUNDP
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative
HIPC
International Development AssociationIDA
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human RightsOHCHR
UN Conference on Trade and DevelopmentUNCTAD
United Nations High Commissioner for RefugeesUNHCR
International Committee of the Red CrossICRC
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDSUNAIDS
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and MalariaGFATM
United Nations Children’s FundUNICEF
African Programme for Onchocerciasis ControlAPOC
United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near EastUNRWA
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ACP Group (African, Caribbean and Pacific countries) – established following the 1975 Georgetown agreement. Its members differ widely but
share the desire to cooperate with the EC/EU, the UN, the IMF and the World Bank Group. The ACP has gradually increased its membership from
the original 46 countries - to 77 at present. In 2000 Cuba became the 78th member but is not a party to the Cotonou Agreement regulating relations
between the ACP Group and the European Union. 
Bilateral aid – development assistance provided by donor countries directly to recipient countries. Such assistance is directed, for instance, to 
bilateral projects, scholarships, humanitarian aid, refugee aid, and debt relief.
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) – the Agency established in 1968, is responsible for practical implementation of the
Canadian aid strategy and management of assistance programmes. At present, the CIDA administers about 80% of the Canadian development aid,
with the remaining 20% within the competence of Foreign Affairs Canada, Finance Canada and the International Developments Research Centre. The
CIDA is present in 150 countries which account for four-fifths of the world population. Its attention is focused on providing aid to 15 priority nations.
Since the early 1990s the CIDA has operated in Central and Eastern Europe, (including Poland), helping countries in transition to develop 
democracy, the market economy and expand (within the ODACE program) development aid delivery systems. 
Capacity Development – long-term process designed to strengthen the ability and competence of individuals, groups, institutions and countries to
identify and solve problems. 
Countries in transition – countries which in the late 1980s and early 1990s started introducing key changes in their socio-economic and political
systems. These are mainly countries of Central and Eastern Europe and some states of the Community of Independent States.
Debt Relief (Highly Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative, HIPC) – one of the most important initiatives of the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank Group. Launched in 1996, it is notable to its comprehensive character. It envisages the relief of all categories of debts – with the
participation of all creditors. Deep debt restructuring is coupled with poverty reduction and other aid programmes. The initiative responds to the
gradual growth of debt in various countries over several decades, constraining their budgets and preventing adequate expenditure on development
and reduction of poverty.
Developed countries – according to the OECD, these are nations with per capita incomes of over 9,206 US dollars.
Developing Countries – according to the OECD, countries eligible for Official Development Assistance (ODA). These are the least-developed, 
low-income countries (per capita GDPs of under 745 US dollars), low-to-medium-income countries (746 - 2,975 US dollars) and medium-to-high-
income countries (2,976 – 9,205 US dollars).
Development assistance – financial, material and consulting assistance provided to the less-developed countries by developed countries and 
international organisations. Development assistance is usually designed to reduce poverty, promote sustainable development, support democratic
reforms and the rule of law, respect human rights, develop the civil society, support economic growth, prevent conflicts and promote global security. 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC) list – list of states eligible for ODA and OA, kept for statistical purposes. It helps gauge and classify
resources earmarked by DAC countries for development assistance. 
Development Assistance Committee of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (DAC/OECD) – OECD committee
coordinating aid provided by the most advanced OECD Member States to developing countries and those in transition. It also constitutes a 
co-operation forum for enhancing the effectiveness of development aid and elaborating rules for its transfer. Its present members are 22 OECD 
member states and the European Commission.
Donor – country or organisation (intergovernmental or non-governmental) providing development assistance to developing countries or those in
transition.
Europe Aid (EuropeAid Co-operation Office) – office set up in January 2001, is tasked with the management of external-aid of the European
Commission, financed out of the European Community budget and the European Development Fund (EDF). The Office is responsible for all phases
of project cycles, which ensures attainment of programme objectives set by the Directorates General for External Relations, Development and
Enlargement.
European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO) – office established in 1992 with the task of providing aid to victims of natural 
disasters and armed conflicts outside the European Union.
GLOSSARY
38
European Development Fund (EDF) – fund established in 1957 as a mechanism for channelling development assistance to African, Caribbean and
Pacific (ACP) countries associated with the European Community. The Fund is financed with contributions made by Member Countries under the
terms of the Cotonou Agreement financial protocols signed every five years. 
Europe’s Forum on International Co-operation (EUFORIC) – independent non-profit internet website devoted to development co-operation
and related issues. It affiliates research organisations, NGOs, advisory groups and government agencies. 
Everything But Arms Initiative (EBA) – initiative of the European Union, launched in February 2001, opening the Union market to all imports
(with the exception of arms) from the least developed countries (LDCs). In keeping with the initiative, endorsed on February 26th by the EU Council
of Ministers, the European Union abolished - effective March 5th 2001 - customs duties and quotas on all goods (except arms) from 48 least 
developed countries. The initiative does not cover sugar, rice or bananas, imports of which are to be liberalised gradually by 2009.
Gender Equality – term meaning that men and women have the same status and the same opportunities to use their rights, and that they represent
the same potential for contributing to national, political, economic, social and cultural development. The leading aid donors see gender equality as a
horizontal issue (along with democracy, human rights and natural environment protection), which should be taken into account at every stage of aid
planning and implementation
Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) – UNCTAD initiative under which industrialised nations grant autonomous and unilateral trade 
preferences to developing countries. The European Economic Community was the first to give preferential treatment to such countries in 1971.
Human Development Index (HDI) – socio-economic index which measures the development of countries. More comprehensive than the GDP, it
is regularly calculated by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and allows governments to monitor development changes over time.
The HDI has three components: life expectancy, level of education (measured by adult literacy and average years of schooling) and real GDP (in 
purchasing power parity).
Humanitarian aid – emergency aid provided in response to the most urgent needs of preserving the lives and dignity of victims of extraordinary 
situations such as natural or man-made disasters, or armed conflicts.
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) – financial institution established in 1945 under the Bretton Woods 
agreements (1944) with headquarters in Washington. The IBRD is a member of World Bank Group and provides credits to medium-income countries
and those facing difficulties in obtaining credits.
International Development Association (IDA) – UN specialized agency, part of the World Bank Group, granting long-term, interest-free loans
to the poorest developing nations. The IDA supports programmes aimed at reduction of poverty and improvement of living conditions in the 
poorest member countries.
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) – programme created in 1996 by the UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA, UNESCO, WHO,
UNDCP and the World Bank to consolidate the expertise, resources and impact of each of these organisations in the struggle against AIDS.
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) – UN list of 49 countries, compiled by applying the criteria of the lowest per capita incomes, weak 
humanresources, low level of industrial development and economic diversification. The list is updated every three years by the UN Economic and
Social Council.
Least Developed Landlocked and Island Countries (LDLICs) – group of countries in particular need of help from advanced nations because of
their very low per capita incomes or unfavourable geographic location, hindering their development.
Low Income Countries (LICs) – according to the OECD, countries with per capita GDPs under 745 US dollars.
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) – adopted by the leaders of 189 countries at the UN summit meeting in 2000 as part of the Millennium
Declaration. The eight Millennium Goals constitute a commitment by the international community, including Poland, to reduce poverty and 
starvation, ensure gender equality, upgrade health care, education and the struggle against AIDS, improve environment protection and build a global
partnership of nations for development. The commitments obligate developing countries, those in transition and developed nations to attain 
specific goals by 2015.
Multilateral Aid – aid channelled to developing countries by donor countries through international organisations and multilateral agreements or 
global funds.
GLOSSARY
39
New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) – plan adopted in 2001 by the 37 Organization of African Unity Summit for the purpose
of deploying new investments and mechanisms of co-operation between African nations to eradicate poverty in Africa. An important element of the
plan is the mechanism of ‘peer reviews’, adopted with the support of the OECD, under which African countries exercise mutual control of their
respective undertakings to strengthen democracy, implement economic reforms, etc.
North – South relations – After the end of the Cold War, with its main dividing line running between the East and West, processes of globalisation
have produced the dominant division into “rich” North and “poor” South in international relations. While the North is usually identified with 
stability, welfare and respect for human rights, the South is associated with economic underdevelopment, poverty and conflict. Naturally, this is a 
conventional division, since southern countries with high domestic products, such as Australia, belong to the North. 
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (OHCR) – established in 1993, the Geneva-based UN office is tasked with the protection
and promotion of human rights.
Official Aid (OA) – flows which meet the criteria of Official Development Assistance and are directed to countries in transition, such as the 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe, including Poland, certain countries established after the disintegration of the Soviet Union and also certain
more advanced countries, such as Kuwait and Singapore.
Official Development Assistance (ODA) – grants and loans transferred by official government institutions of donor states or international 
organisations to developing countries, designed to promote the economic development and welfare of those countries. Loans are considered Official
Development Assistance only when they have a grant component of at least 25 per cent. Official Development Assistance includes technical assistance
but excludes grants and loans for military purposes.
Official Development Assistance in Central Europe (ODACE) – programme inaugurated by the Canadian government in November 2001 to
help the governments of Central European states establish and develop their own aid systems, and fulfil their development co-operation obligations
as members of the European Union. Canada’s partners in the ODACE programme are Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Lithuania,
Latvia, Estonia and Slovenia. Under the programme, Canada cooperates both with their ministries of foreign affairs (departments responsible for
development aid), NGOs, academic institutions and the private sector.
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development(OECD) – inter-governmental economic organisation established in 1961, 
grouping the 30 most advanced economies in the world. Its main task is to coordinate the social and economic policies of the member states in order
to stimulate economic growth, employment and social advancement as well as international trade and flow of capital.
Sector-Wide Approach (SWAp) – strategy in which a donor country focuses its aid on one or more sectors identified by the recipient country in
its Sector Development Program (SDP) to maximise the effectiveness of aid. 
Strategic Partnership for Africa (SPA) – informal aid donor association established to improve the coordination and effectiveness of assistance
provided by the donor community for economic reforms in Africa.
Sub-Saharan Africa – region of 48 countries in greatest need of aid. It includes Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape
Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo (Brazaville), Cape of Good Hope, Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique,
Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome e Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, RSA, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda,
Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
Sustainable Development – concept according to which development is assumed to integrate three equally important and mutually reinforcing
components: economic growth, human development and respect for the natural environment; it does not hamper development opportunities of the
future generations.
Technical assistance – consulting and sharing of technical and managerial expertise, know-how and technology to enhance the potential of the 
recipient countries to undertake development activities. Technical assistance covers the financing of training for citizens of developing countries, held
locally or abroad, or the financing of the work of consultants and advisers from developed countries in developing countries. 
Tied Aid – aid provided for the purchase of goods or services in the donor country. It entails additional costs due to the absence of free 
competition between different aid offers. Tied aid is advantageous to donor countries as it boosts their economies (involvement of their businesses,
organisations and citizens), which may be invoked as an additional argument for granting such aid.
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United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) – global UN development network to promote changes for the better and enable countries
to share experience, knowledge and resources with the intention of building a better world for the population of the world. The UNDP operates in
166 countries, working with their representatives to deal with development issues both at the national and global levels. The UNDP offers its own
experience and that of its global partners to build local conditions conducive to human development.
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) - UN office established in 1951 to provide assistance and support to refugees across
the world. It currently protects 22.3 million people in over 120 countries.
Untied Aid – opposite of tied aid; assistance which does not oblige the recipient country to spend the received funds on goods or services in the
donor country. Instead, the aid is used to buy goods or services in the recipient country and thus strengthens its economy. 
World Bank Group – international institution established in 1944. Its mission consists in combating poverty and improving living standards in 
developing nations. The Bank is a global development bank. It provides loans, technical aid, and expertise to curb poverty in low and medium-income
countries. The common name World Bank Group has come to be used for 5 institutions: the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD), International Development Association (IDA), International Finance Corporation (IFC) promoting private sector investment by supporting
high-risk sectors and countries, the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) providing political risk insurance to investors in and lenders to
developing countries, the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) which settles investment disputes between foreign
investors and their host countries.
World Food Programme (WFP) – established in 1963, it is the largest international organisation providing food aid to people affected by 
humanitarian crises and starvation.
Sources: DAC/OECD dictionary, dictionary of the Polish Humanitarian Organisation, CIDA dictionary, data of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, UNDP
and World Bank. 
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Development 
Co-operation: 
Useful Internet Sites 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland www.msz.gov.pl
Ministry of Finance www.mf.gov.pl
Ministry of National Education and Sport www.men.gov.pl
International organisations
EBRD – European Bank for Reconstruction and Development www.ebrd.com
EU – European Union www.europa.eu.int
EuropeAid Co-operation Office www.eu.int/comm/europeaid/ 
European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office www.eu.int/comm/echo 
Eurobarometr www.europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion
IBRD – International Bank for Reconstruction and Development www.worldbank.org
IDA – International Development Association www.worldbank.org/ida
IMF – International Monetary Fund www.imf.org
OECD - Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development) www.oecd.org
UN – United Nations www.un.org
UNDP –United Nations Development Programme www.undp.org
UNIDO – United Nations Industrial Development Organization www.unido.org
UNOCHA - United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
http://ochaonline.un.org/
Government Aid Agencies
USA – USAID (Agency for International Development) www.usaid.gov
Canada – CIDA (Canadian International Development Agency) www.acdi-cida.gc.ca
UK – DFID (Department for International Development) www.dfid.gov.uk
Denmark – DANIDA (Danish International Development Assistance)
www.um.dk/english/dp/index.asp
Norway – NORAD (Norwegian Agency for Development Co-operation) www.norad.no
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Development Co-operation: 
Useful Internet Sites
Other
Website of non-governmental organisations 
www.ngo.pl
Grupa Zagranica – The Zagranica Group (NGDO platform in Poland) 
www.zagranica.ngo.pl
UNDP and MAF public campaign "Millennium Development Goals: Time to Help Others" 
www.un.org.pl/rozwoj/index.php
Global education website (created by non-governmental organisations)
www.tydzienedukacjiglobalnej.pl
[1] All the disbursements in US dollars were calculated using the yearly average rates for 2004
[2] The public opinion poll on development assistance for the less developed countries was conducted by TNS OBOP
using the funds of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). The poll, carried out on 2-5 September as
part of a regular Omnimas study, involved a representative sample of 1004 respondents aged over 15, with an error
margin of 3 per cent. The report is available at 
http://www.un.org.pl/rozwoj/doc/OBOPOBOP_Raport-forma_opisowa.doc
[3] amount calculated using yearly average rate (3,6540 PLN for 1 USD) 
[4] amount contributed to UNHCR in US dollars
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